
We have just come from the Chapel where the Cedar Crest and Muh¬ 
lenberg student bodies again sang some of the old familiar carols and 
where President Tyson gave the Christmas message. Somehow or other 
Christmas for us always begins at that joint carol service even though 
for the past few years it hasn't meant the beginning of the Christmas 
holiday. So, filled with the spirit of that service, there is no 
better way of starting this letter than to wish you a Merry Christmas 
wherever you may be and to again wish very sincerely--as we did during 
the service--that all of you will be where you want to be by the time 
another Christmas season rolls around. 

Talking about Christmas, we're having the first real Christmas 
holiday around the campus that we have had for some years. We end 
classes next Friday night (except for the few fellows who have Satur¬ 
day classes) and don't come back until January 2.. Even the Navy boys 
get a break. They have liberty from Saturday noon until' Wednesday 
morning over both the Christmas and New Year weekends. Before we 
leave we're going to once again light the campus Christmas tree be¬ 
tween the Chapel and the President's home at ceremonies familiar to 
many of you. We will be thinking of you particularly as that little 
event takes place. 

This well may have been one of the most important weeks in Muhlen¬ 
berg's history. Last night we signalled full-speed ahead on the 
initial phases of the campaign to raise £>500,000 to build that new 
field house all Muhlenberg men have been dreaming about. There'll be 
a lot more of the story later and you will receive all the details. 
Suffice it to say, the building as projected will be the last word and 
will provide for a completely rounded program of sports activities for 
all Muhlenberg students. The Alumni share of the project is £>150,000 
plus and we have a hunch that Muhlenberg men are waiting to got in and 
do their part. 

Next week will bo another important one because the board of 
trustees is having its annual meeting and some big things may be pro¬ 
jected there. They usually are. You can count on it, from all the 
signs, that this little College of ours is headed for big things and 
we'll be counting on you fellows to help spread the glad word about it 
and to help it grow and build. 


Well, here's a little Christmas gift for you. The basketball team 
snapped back on Wednesday night--aftc-r losing to Temple--when they de¬ 
feated the highly-rated Penn State team at Penn State 55 %o 36. That 
was looked upon as one of our tough games and we're all mighty happy 
that it turned out as docisviely as it did. Saturday night at Phila¬ 
delphia the boys played the best game they had played up to that date, 
but Temple, with the same team that defeated Muhlenberg last year, 
proved too much and we suffered our first setback 33 to 47. With four 
games under our bolt the record nov; shows wins over Princeton 62 to 36; 
over LaSalle in Allentown, 51 to 33; and over Penn State. The only 
loss has been to Temple. No more games are scheduled before the 
Christmas holidays. We again swing Into action when v/e play Princeton 
in Allentown on January 2. From then on the team keeps busy up to the 
close of the season on February 25 in Madison Square Garden. Hero's 
hoping you'll be around to see some of 
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Just as we started this letter CPL. PHIL BOLLIER *43 dropped in 
and wo had a long chat comparing conditions in India with some of the 
things hero in the States. After a little while Phil will be making 
his own comparisons again and then he may find that we were wrong-- 
but—it still remains to bo seen* There were black markets in India 
too and there was also some chiseling. Phil is going to write another 
of his interesting articles for the January issue of the Alumni Maga¬ 
zine. Incidentally, the November issue (wo confess it’s a bit late) 
goes into the mail today. Phil went to India in December 1943 and 
came homo just the other day to got his discharge. After working 
around airplane instruments, ho hit Army Public Relations and wo 
already have told you about the swell newspaper ho helped publish for 
the boys in his unit. Graduate work in English is his first civilian 
objective. 

SGT. BILL GRIFFIN ’37, who spent 13 months in China as a propeller 
specialist, also came home and made Muhlenberg one of his first ports 
of call as a civilian. Ho was still wearing the stars indicating the 
India-Burma campaign and the defensive and offensive operations in 
China. Within a few days he will bo going back to Connecticut and the 
business of teaching school. Wo told you in the last letter that' LT. 
ARLAN BOND *42 v;as on his way homo. He got back to the States early 
in December and is fully recovered from the schrapncl wounds and the 
frozen foot he picked up last December in the Battle of the Bulge. 

Whon we saw him last week he was still in the Army but expected to go 
into the reserves very shortly. 

Wo had quite a chat with ENSIGN FRED EEUER *44, the Navy officer 
who was on one of those trick experimental ships that did such a swell 
job in the Pacific. The USS Appavoose was a converted Liberty ship on 
which the Scabocs built pontoons that were used to facilitate landings 
through the Pacific. I/f.(jg) BILL VANNESS *42, who spent the last few 
months in the Naval Hospital at San Diego, is a civilian again ready 
to go into the glass business. Ho received his discharged November 1, 
Bill had nearly two years of duty in the pacific before ho headed back 
to the States last May. 

Any day now we expect to see LT.(jg) FRED RAKER *40 who, at the 
last report, was heading across the continent from the West Coast ex¬ 
pecting to bo homo in time for the ATO Christmas house party next week¬ 
end. Both CLARK and ANDY DIEFENDSRF3R, class of *42 and *40 respec¬ 
tively, arc back in civvies, Clark after a bit more than two years in 
Europe and Andy after long duty in Alaska and in Continental United 
States. They wore both discharged early this month. Clark is going 
back with General Electric and Andy will be resuming his old affili¬ 
ations with Bell Tel. 

After nearly five years in service, including Greenland and Okina¬ 
wa, SGT. NOBLE FISTER ’39 (the kid brother) is wearing the ruptured 
duck and mighty glad to bo back in Allentown with his wife and a 
youngster born since ho wont overseas the second time. ENSIGN BEN 
CELIAN ’43 finished his tour of duty with the Navy and laid aside his 
uniform. He was in operational training at Corpus Christi when ho got 
the nod to come homo to Philadelphia and bo on his own again. Back in 
time to help with the Christmas rush is GEORGE ZANGER *34 who is again 
haunting the post office in Allentown after three years as an Army 
postal operator. Sp(A)2/c GEORGE HOWATT *40 (no apples this year) 
dropped in to see us down at the Morning Call with the good word that 
sometime this winter he’ll bo a civilian. You fellows in the Class of 
1940 will bo hearing from him personally because ho has asked us for 
the most up-to-date addrossos. Another recent visitor was DAN ZIMMER¬ 
MAN, of the V-12 boys, who got his discharge after completing his 
primary training in Naval Aviation at Glenview, Ill. I believe wo for¬ 
got to tell you that ENSIGN BILL BARBA *44, who also was in Naval 
Aviation, is homo again working hard to complete his work at Muhlenberg 
by the end of the next term. 

Two of the Muhlenberg Navy dentists have returned to civilian life, 
LT. DIXON HERWIG *31, who had more than two years of service, and LT. 

J. KENNETH MILLER *37, who had 41 months of service, including more 
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than a yoar at Pearl Harbor. Both will resume thoir practice in 
Allentown. SOT. MORTON 3HER ’36, the first Allentown school teacher 
to o n't or the military forces, camo homo with four campaign stars, one 
of them oarnod in the Battle of the Bulge. He is anticipating some 
post-graduate work before returning to the teaching game. MAJOR 
GEORGE HEINTZELMAN *33, who has been in the Army Medical Corps for 
throe years, has reopenod his offices at Neffs. For 11 months he 
served in the 'European theatre as commander of the medical detachment 
of the 95th Infantry. 


A thousand and one little things soom to bo happening today to 
interrupt this little visit with, you follows. That’s the reason wo 
forgot to mention, a few paragraphs bach, that LT. JOHN BILIMAN *31 of 
the Navy and CAPT. RALPH HARWICH *30 of tho Army are among the boys 
who aro in civvies again. Billman served 19 months at sea as gunnery 
officer with Navy convey units. Ralph, who gave up his practice of 
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Africa and Italy, is now on terminal leave, 
studios at Columbia before resuming private practice. LT. CMDR• LUCIAN 
DILSO *37 is another medico now on terminal leave after 42 months of 
service in the Navy. Ho will 
in February. Dr. DiLoo r turned, to the 
months of duty in England. 


ro sumo his private practice in A3, lent own 
nu States last Juno after 23 


One of those weddings we all enjoy took place in tho Chanel last 
Sunday when MAJOR PHIL PARKINSON *39 (Bachelor Phil they used to coll 
him) camo up the aisle with Evelyn Wintorbotton of Egg Harbor, N.J. 
The bride (she’s as pretty as you would expect Phil to pick) recently 


was discharged from the WAVES • Phil is also on terminal leave. It 
was a double wedding with Phil’s sister as one half of the other couplo. 
Through, tho newspapers wo also learned that SGT. CHARLES KEIM *35 
stayed in France lone enough to be married to Paulotto Coronnot of 


dosignor 


Avon-Fontainebleau. She’s 
shortly after ho arrived in. Franco in 
married on September 12, 1945, Chuck’ 
his•enlistment and the anniversary of 
duty. 
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Out in the Pacific, CAPT. LUTHER GERHART ’22 will 
that his fori- r follow chaplain, the Rov. Elmer Truchsc 
called to tho pastorate of St. Paul’s Lutheran church. 
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most of the boys aro out 
Our records 

still show approximately 1,400 in uniform, but they are coming out 
fast. That sontonc was written to preface our resume of tho mail, 
but tho letter on top of tho pil 
is back in tho States, but who i 

in Philadelphia. „nd tho next is from DAVE OIACCAGLIA *42 
from Luzon that he is in tho process of returning from the Philippines 
Next in line is a note- from RALPH STAHL HE CKER ’32, formerly of tho 
Marines, now a civilian running tho Veterans Information Center in 
Bothlohom . 


is from HERB GORIN ’35 who net only 
back in civilian life and on tho job 

who writes 


1107/ wo’ro doing bettor with a letter from CAPT. EDGi.R ERNST *38 
s at Osaki in Japan with his medical unit and finding time to look 
country that onco thought it was pretty hot. Over in Okinawa 
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around a country that onco thought xt was pr 

on detached duty working for tho Rod Cross 
in the Caisson Club, the Stork Club of Okinawa, but open to enlisted 
men only. In Italy, COL. FRANK BROUN ’19 is theat-re chaplain, but is 
finding time to say goodbye to trooploads of departing men in khaki, 

BOB Ri.NHEN, JIM HEM STREET, and GEORGE WOODLEY, of tho Class of 1944, 
had quite a reunion for themselves over in Okinawa according to letters 
from tho throe of thorn. Ranker’s letter indicatod that he was on his 
way to be a 
active duty 
ci 11 z od. is 
last log of the 
boon, transferred 


civilian, LT. HENRY LUBSEN *33 became eligible for in- 
on December 1 and, if the plans he wrote us about matcri- 
>robably homo by this time. Still in Germany, but on the 
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Manila and exnoctod to bo there for some weeks to como. In November 
SGT. KENNETH MOYER ’34 was in England awaiting shipment back to the 
State^ and to a civilian status. CPL. KENNETH MILLER *47 is in Lud- 
wigsburg, Germany, a town in which there is plenty to do. He has high 
hopes of getting back to college next Fall. 

ENSIGN HERB HUMMEL V-45 v/ritos from Waikiki that he’s patiently 


for the carrier to which ho has boon assigned 


.s Radar and 

Fi •*htcr Direction Officer, Wo also have hoard recently that BERNARD 
NSUHEYER ’43'is on the Island of Samar in the Philippines, Up in New¬ 
foundland, PFC. 1,0.URICE GEIGER ’46 is in charge of the X T ray and ENT 
clinics in the hospital at St, John’s ENSIGN FRANK YOST ’40 recently 
caught un with his' ship, the BLOEMFONTEIN and will bo leaving shortly 
on his first world cruise. After a long lapse wo hoard from T/4 ROY 
BUTTERWICK ’46, still in Germany but thinking seriously about tho trip 
homo early in 1946. PFC. RAY HIES *45 of tho Marines writes that he 
is still in Nagasaki but in the near future will move on to Sasebo. 
Entertainment includes dancing with Jap girls and basketball games 
which he is refereeing, 


And now for a little while wo como back to tho States. A letter 
came across the desk tho other day from one of our newest chaplains. 


LT.(jg) BERT GILBERT ’43 who is in Jacksonville learning tho ropes 
from some other cooperative and friendly gentlemen who wear the same 
emblem. CHAPLAIN HOBART TYSON ’20, a chaplain, is stationed at Camp 
Blanding, Fla. and for a time was the only chaplain for the 3,200 men 
in tho 67th Regiment. LT. JACK BADER ’40 is out of tho Army, living in 
Cumberland, Md. and about ready to go back to work as a civilian. LT. 
JACK DANERHIRSE ’30 just returned from Manila and is stationed at tho 
Port of Embarkation at San Francisco. RUSS DERR ’36 writes from 


Denver, Pa. that he’s back homo again and onjo; 
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himself as a 


civilian. CAPT. 'L.C. PEPPELL »19 has boon transferred to the Office 
of tho Fiscal Director, Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, in tho Navy 
Department in Washington* WALTER RiAPF W45 reports that that long 
awaited day arrived and that he’s back homo in Tonafly, N.J. LT.(jg) 
CALVIN LOSW ’43 pulled duty at tho Navy Separation Center in Philadel¬ 
phia when ho returned from overseas duty and is anticipating his own 
discharge before too many months roll by. Although FRANK SAUL ’41 has 
boon returned to inactive duty ho is continuing his dontal studios at 
Penn as a civilian. 


Elsie insists that wo leave enough space this time for the long 
overdue list of promotions, so here they are: ENSIGN WILLIAM TESTER 
V-45; LIEUTENANT (jg) LUTHER COUSINS ’43; YEOMAN FIRST CIASS ALBERT 
BESBRIS ’41; SEAMAN FIRST CLASS LOUIS CIOFFI V-45; PRIVATE FIRST CLASS 
CHARLES JOHNSON ’31; ENSIGN ROBERT CANN..DY ’44; LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
LUCIAN DILEO ’37; LIEUTENANT COMMANDER JOHN HELWIG ’31; T/4 WILLIAM 
DIEHL '46; ENSIGN DELMER E. aUSTIN V-45; SERGEANT PETER SCHNEIDER ’42; 
ENSIGN ALBERT NEIMAN V-44; SERGEANT RALPH W. BAGGER >45; COLONEL FRANK 
M. BROWN t19; FIRST SERGEANT EDWARD BOSSICK ’43; ENSIGN ROBERT STi.HR 
V-45; YEOMAN THIRD CLASS NEWTON MINER V-45; LIEUTENANT HOMER S. HEIL¬ 
MAN ’43; ENSIGN ALBERT LUBOWICKI V-44; LIEUTENANT COMMANDER PERRY F. 
KENDIG; MASTER SERGEANT BERNARD FRANK »35; SERGEANT LAMAR FESIG ’46; 
MaJOR STEPHEN FARRIS ’36; CORPORAL ROBERT STAHL ’43; SERGEANT LEON 
MeGROGAN ’41; LIEUTENANT (jg) W, WaRREN SWENSON ’44; SSaMaN FIRST CLASS 
JOSEPH WaRE V-44; TECHNICAL SERGEANT HOWARD HARING »46; CaPTAIN VICTOR 
RUTH ’17; COMMaNDSR J. ROLAND HELLER *23: T/5 HAROLD ALBERT ’48; SECOND 
LIEUTENANT ARTHUR MeTIGHE »33; LIEUTENANT (jg) J.J. MIKaTaVaGE ’43; 
and STaFF SERGE..NT KENNETH WALKER ’43; 


We have talked about Christmas before in this letter, but because 
we arc on tho very thrcshhold of that happy season, wo can’t help say¬ 
ing again that wo arc wishing for each one of you tho happiest kind of 
a Christmas for you and with that wish is coupled tho other one that 
next year you can have Christmas whore you want it and as you want it. 

Herd's to a great year for you and to tho best of everything for 
you always. 


Sincerely, 



Gordon B. Fistcr 
For the alumni Office 


